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Note: Upside is deferring to a guest column about a coun-
ty nonprofi t engaging homeowners in providing aff ordable 
housing for vulnerable sectors and helping them achieve self-
suffi  ciency, a true win-win equation.

EVER heard of HIP (Human Investment Project) Hous-
ing?  

Since 1972, the non-profi t organization has special-
ized in aff ordable, creative housing solutions in San Mateo 
County.  Each year, HIP Housing helps 1,400 people fi nd 
housing or stay housed through its Home-Sharing and Self-Suffi  ciency Programs as well as 
through housing units owned and managed by the organiza-
tion. 

How?
“HIP Housing’s free Home-Sharing Program can make 

renting a room in your home or fi nding a tenant for your sec-
ond unit a safe and comfortable process,” says Kate Comfort-
Harr, the organization’s executive director. 

The program is a free service to help homeowners or rent-
ers with extra space fi nd a housemate who lives, works, or 
attends school in San Mateo County. Home Sharing coordi-
nators interview and screen applicants, conduct background 
searches, provide references, develop a “Living Together 
Agreement,” and provide ongoing follow-up support.

People home-share for a variety of reasons including to 
share housing costs, earn extra income, receive help at home, 
for companionship, and to help out their neighbors. Home 
sharing makes more effi  cient use of existing housing stock 
and benefi ts our whole community. One spare room changes 
(at least) two lives!

Home-sharing is ideal for older adults and working professionals. 
Working professionals who work long hours or multiple jobs may fi nd a housemate to help 

split costs. Older adults and retirees who live alone or on a fi xed income may fi nd a housemate 
for companionship or to share housing expenses.

 “Home-sharing can be like living with family,” says Clarice Veloso-Lugo, development 
director at the organization. Participants can share their preferences for a housemate and home-
sharing coordinators then provide referrals that match those preferences as best as possible.

HIP Housing recognizes its role in providing essential services and remains committed to 
helping members of our community fi nd housing or stay housed during this diffi  cult time. In 
compliance with the San Mateo County Health Offi  cer’s Shelter in Place Order, its offi  ces will 
be closed until May 31. However, staff  provides services remotely. 

For more information or to apply, call (650) 348 6660 and mention “Philippine News 
Today.” Leave a message as needed.  Or visit hiphousing.org. HIP Housing now off ers video 
appointments. 

***
Foster City resident Christopher Sturken is a current home-sharing client and the com-

munity oureach specialist for HIP Housing. 
Cherie M. Querol Moreno is an award-winning journalist and community educator- vol-

unteer who has lived in her Daly City home for 30 years. Upside will return next week.
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EDITORIAL

Why are Trump and Pence 
inviting trouble for themselves?

What’s HIP Housing?
By Christopher Sturken

CHERIE M. QUEROL MORENO
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Last week, President Donald Trump’s cavalier attitude towards the Covid-
19n pandemic fi nally hit where it hurt the most. On a personal level. At his 
offi  cial residence, at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

We were not surprised to learn that a number of staff ers at the White 
House had tested positive for the virus, including the president’s personal 

valet, who is actually a member of the Armed Forces assigned to the Offi  ce of the 
President.

More than a dozen Secret Service agents were also found to be positive for the 
deadly virus.

Then there is an assistant to Vice President Mike Pence, also found to be infected 
with coronavirus.

Due to the high number of men and women surrounding the two most powerful of-
fi cials of the land, Messrs. Trump and Pence must now be placed under some form of 
quarantine. Even the highly respected Dr. Anthony Fauci is now under quarantine, due 
in no small part to his constant exposure to the president and his staff .

We truly wish them the best, since they are senior citizens which means they are at 
high risk of infection. We dare not think of the worst-case scenario for any of them.

We hate to say it, but the two leaders were asking for trouble for their refusal to 
wear masks. We do not understand their reasons for unnecessarily placing themselves 
at risk.

Was it a case of excessive vanity? Or a need to convince the public that the virus 
was not as dangerous as most doctors and scientists say it is? If this was the case, it 
was a dangerous message that they sent out last week.

To repeat, we hope – and pray – that the president and the vice president are not 
felled by Covid-19. We do not want Mr. Trump to undergo what his UK counterpart, 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, had to go through a few weeks ago, when he was liter-
ally at death’s door.

At least, Mr. Johnson now has a greater appreciation of the absolute need for 
safeguards against the deadliest pandemic in more than a century. He should give a 
friendly reminder to Mr. Trump to avoid unnecessarily testing the fates.

Sadly, we must also note that not only is our president averse to wearing a mask, 
but he also hardly ever practices social distancing. Mr. Trump is frequently seen being 
less than six feet away from the men and women he interacts with as part of his job as 
president.

His fl aunting the very rules that he publicly says everyone must follow does not 
speak well of his leadership abilities in this time of crisis.

It is because of that attitude that so many governors have not followed the White 
House guideline that says economies should be opened only after showing 14 days of 
decreasing numbers of Covid-19 victims.

If a rebound in the number of Covid-19 cases occurs, which we expect to happen 
in the near future, the president and the governors must take the blame.

They may want to expose themselves to the risk of catching the virus, but they 
should not ask the American people to do the same.
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